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Narr:  It was the day before Passover.  Jesus and his friends were gathered in an upper room 

to eat a meal together.  It had been a hot and dusty day, the sort of day that doesn’t 

make for very pleasant feet.   But there was no servant to wash their feet and, as they 

arrived, none of the disciples would lower themselves to act as a servant, least of all a 

servant who washed feet!  As they ate, Jesus listened to their conversation.  They 

talked about the things they had done.  He listened as they boasted and tried to out-do 

each other and make out they could do greater things than the others.  Suddenly, 

without speaking, Jesus got up from the table.  He walked to the end of the room 

where he slipped off his robe.  He took a towel and tied it around his waist.  He 

poured water into a bowl and kneeling beside the disciple nearest to him he began to 

wash his feet.  An uncomfortable silence filled the room and the only sound was the 

dripping and splashing of the water.  No one knew what to say.  Jesus came to Peter. 

Peter:  I cannot let you wash my feet master.  Never! 

Jesus:  Unless I wash your feet Peter you cannot be my disciple. 

Narr  Peter thought about this for a moment.  Everyone was watching him. 

Peter:  Well Lord, if that is true don’t just wash my feet but my head and hands as well! 

Jesus:  No Peter, it is only your feet that need to be washed.  You have already had a bath for 

you have been baptised for the forgiveness of your sins.  All who have been baptised 

are clean, but not all of you will remain clean. 

Narr:  When he had washed all their feet, Jesus put his robe on again and sat down. 

Jesus:   I have set you an example that you must follow.  I am your Lord and Teacher but I 

have washed your feet.  You must wash one another’s feet.  If you follow my example 

you will live a blessed life. 

Narr:  Then Jesus began to be upset. 

Jesus:  One of you will turn against me and betray me. 

Narr:  The disciples looked at each other in disbelief.  One of them asked him: ‘Who is it 

Lord?’  Jesus dipped some bread in a dish. 

Jesus:  The one I give this bread to is my betrayer. 

Narr:  and he handed the bread to Judas.    

Jesus:  Go and do what you must do Judas.  Do it, and do it quickly. 

Narr:  Judas left and went out into the night. 

Jesus:   The time has come for God to be glorified.  For now his glory will be fully revealed in 

the one he has sent.  My children, I will be here for only a short while before I set out 

on a journey on which you cannot follow.  Now though I give you a new command, 

love one another.  If you show love for one another then the whole world will know 

that you are my disciples and God will continue to be glorified in you just as he is 

glorified in me.  
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