
John the Baptist 
 

(This is the complete story of the life of John the Baptist taken from events recorded in the gospels) 

 

Characters: 
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Elizabeth (Eliz) 
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Herodias (Hrdas) 

 

Nar: Zachariah and Elizabeth were drawing their pensions.  They were a happy couple, but they 

had no children. 

Zac: Well we’re far too old for that sort of thing now! 

Eliz: Too right old man!  There is no hope of children now! 

Nar: But then an angel popped in to see Zachariah. 

Angel: Hi Zac!  God’s been listening to you and your prayers are about to be answered.  Elizabeth 

will have a son and you are to call him John. 

Zac: What! 

Angel: He will have a special job to do - to get the people ready for God.  For God is coming and 

people need to be ready. 

Zach: But?! 

Angel: No buts Zachariah.  I am the angel Gabriel, I stand in the presence of God and God has sent 

me to speak to you. 

Zach: But I am an old man and Elizabeth is old too! 

Angel: Oh Zachariah!  I thought you might be a bit hard to convince!  So now you will not be able to 

speak until the day the boy is born!  

Nar: and from that moment on Zachariah could not speak a word. 

Zach: (Opens and shuts mouth as if trying to speak) 

Eliz: Zac!  I’ve got some news for you. 

Zac: Huh? 

Eliz: I’m pregnant! 

Zac: ‘Gulp’! 

Nar: When the baby was born they insisted that his name must be John.  As soon as he was given 

the name, Zachariah could speak again.  Everyone was amazed! 

Zach: This child will be a Prophet.  He will prepare the way for God, for God is coming and we all 

need to get ready.  

Nar: John grew up to be fit and strong.  He loved God and listened to what God told him to do.  He 

went to live in the desert so he could listen to God and pray.  He wore clothes made from 

camel hair and ate locusts and wild honey!   

John: Ummm…. Locust paella followed by locusts in honey, all washed down with locust and 

honey wine.  What more could anyone want? 

Nar: Then he went into the towns with a message for the people. 

John: Repent!  You need to say sorry to God.  Come and be baptised in the river Jordan as a sign 

that you are sorry.  God is coming and you need to say sorry to get ready. 

Nar: Thousands of people came to John and he baptised them in the river.  There were rich people, 

poor people, old people, young people. 

John: Get ready, someone more powerful than me is coming.  I baptise you with water, but he will 

baptise you with the Holy Spirit.  I am not worthy to even tie up his shoe laces. 

 



 

Nar: One day, while John was baptising people, Jesus came to see him.  As soon as he saw him 

John knew that Jesus was God’s chosen one, the Messiah, the Christ! 

Jesus: John, I’ve come to be baptised. 

John: No!  You should baptise me!  I cannot baptise you! 

Jesus: For now this is the right thing to do. 

Nar: As Jesus went into the water, the Holy Spirit came from heaven like a dove and settled on 

him.  Then a voice thundered from heaven: ‘You are my son and I love you.  You have 

pleased me very much.’  The next day John and his friends were walking along when they 

saw Jesus. 

John: Look!  This is the chosen one, the Lamb of God who will take all the sin in the world away. 

Nar: Some of John’s friends went to follow Jesus instead of John. 

John: That is how it should be.  He must become greater, I must become less. 

Nar: John continued teaching and baptising.  Jesus went to different places where he healed the 

sick and even raised dead people back to life.  When John heard this he sent his friends to 

Jesus to ask him a question. 

Friend: Are you the chosen one?  Or are we expecting someone else? 

Jesus: Tell John about all you have seen.  The sick are made well, even the dead are raised.  That is 

all he needs to know.  John is the messenger who has made things ready for me.  He is the 

voice that cries: ‘God is coming, get ready to meet him!’  No one on earth is greater than 

John, but everyone who believes in me and lives in my kingdom will be greater than him.  

Nar: Now John did not get on with King Herod.  Herod had married Herodias who was married to 

his brother Philip.  John told everyone that this was wrong.  Herod was annoyed, but Herodias 

was furious. 

Hrdas: Grrrr…. I need to get rid of that John!  I’d like to see him dead. 

Nar: Herod was worried though. 

Herod: Some of the things John says are true.  I don’t want to see him dead, I just want him to stop 

talking about me and Herodias. 

Nar: So Herod had John arrested and put in the prison.  He intended to keep him there to keep him 

quiet.  But one day Herod held a banquet.  Lots of important people were there.  Herodias’s 

daughter danced for them and the King was so pleased he said: 

Herod: That was so good I’ll give you anything you want, up to half of my kingdom!  All you need to 

do is ask! 

Nar: The girl went to her mother and asked her what to ask for. 

Hrdas: Ask for the head of John the Baptist on a plate right now. 

Nar: When Herod heard her request he was sad, but he couldn’t look weak in front of his guests, so 

he sent a soldier to the prison who cut off John’s head and brought it on a plate to the banquet. 

Hrdas: Well he won’t be saying anything to annoy me anymore!  

Nar: John’s friends went to the prison and took his body and then they buried him.   

Friend: Rest in peace John, rest in peace. 

Nar: When Jesus heard about John’s death he was sad.  He went into the wilderness to be alone. 
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