
Anointing at Bethany 
 

(Matthew 26:6-13; Mark 14:3-9; Luke 7:36-50; John 12:1-8) 

 

Characters: 

Narrator  

Woman  

Jesus 

3 Pharisees – Phar 1, 2 & 3:  

3 disciples – Disc 1, 2 & 3: 

3 people – Per 1, 2 & 3:  

 

Nar:   Jesus was invited to a dinner party in Bethany.  His disciples went with him and there 

were lots of important people there as well.  It was a long and dusty walk for Jesus 

and his disciples, but when he arrived no one washed his feet or even offered him any 

water to do it himself.  Jesus lay down at the table and began to eat.  After a while a 

woman slipped into the room.  She was a woman who had a very bad reputation in 

the town.  She had done many very bad things.  No one noticed her at first.  She made 

her way to Jesus and stood at his feet.  She reached under her cloak and took out a 

small jar.  She broke the neck of the jar and slowly, one by one, the people in the 

room fell silent.  A strong smell of a very expensive perfume began to fill the house.  

The woman took the perfume and began to pour it on Jesus’ feet.  Then she wiped his 

feet with her hair.  She cried great big tears that fell onto Jesus feet as well. 

Woman: Forgive me Jesus.  Forgive me.  I have sinned greatly.  I’ve done some terrible things.  

Forgive me Jesus, forgive me. 

Nar:  Everyone looked at Jesus and at the woman.  No one said anything, but everyone was 

shocked.  The Pharisees who were there thought: 

Phar 1:   If this man really were the prophet he claims to be he would know who this woman is  

Phar 2:   He would know all about  the bad things she has done.   

Phar 3:   He wouldn’t’ let her touch him! 

Phar 1:   It’s disgraceful to have her in this house. 

Phar 2:   She should be taken outside and punished. 

Phar 3:   And Jesus should be punished with her. 

Nar:   Jesus disciples thought: 

Dis 1:   Who is this woman? 

Disc 2:   And why is she wasting this perfume? 

Disc 3:   It could have been sold for a year’s wages and the money given to help the poor. 

Disc 1:   Why is Jesus letting her do this disgraceful thing to him? 

Disc 2:   It’s a scandal! 

Disc 3:   It’s a disgrace! 

Nar:   Others in the room thought: 

Per 1:   What’s this woman after? 

Per 2:   Does she think Jesus will show her special treatment because of this? 

Per 3:   He should tell her to go away and leave him alone! 

Per 1:   She should get back to her place, in the gutter where she belongs! 

Per 2:   Who does she think she is, coming in here like this! 

Per 3:   She deserves every punishment she gets for what she has done today! 

  



Nar:   Jesus looked at them all.  He knew what they were thinking. 

Jesus:  Listen to me.  There were once 2 men who owed money to a money lender.  One 

owed just a few pounds, the other many thousands of pounds.  Neither of them could 

pay their debts so the money lender cancelled their debts and forgave them both.  

Who do you think will be the most grateful?  Who will love the money lender the 

most? 

Nar:   They were silent until one of the Pharisee said: 

Phar 1:   The one who was forgiven the most. 

Jesus:  Good.  That is a good answer.   You are all angry with this woman and with me, but 

when I came here today you did not wash my feet, yet she has washed my feet with 

her tears.  You did not greet me with a kiss, yet she has not stopped kissing my feet. 

You did not anoint my head with oil when I arrived, yet she has anointed my feet 

with the finest perfume.  She has shown me great love, therefore her many sins have 

been forgiven. 

Nar:   Everyone was shocked, but Jesus turned to the woman and said: 

Jesus:   Your faith has saved you, go in peace. 

Nar:  The Pharisees were furious that Jesus had said that this woman had treated him better 

than they had.  After the dinner they met and began to plot how they might kill Jesus.  

But the woman went away knowing that she was loved and precious and had the 

chance to live a new life. 
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