
The first gardener

A drama about creation

(Genesis 2:4-9)

Characters
Narrator (off stage)
God
Adam

Props
Brown sheet
Garden tools – spade, fork, hoe

At the beginning Adam is lying on the floor covered by a (preferably) brown 
sheet. 

Narr:  This is what happened when God made the heavens and the earth

(Enter God)

God: Well even though I say so myself, that is marvellous, marvellous!  Just 
look at it up there, shining so brightly, and the warmth, the warmth!  But 
what shall I call it, err … It’s got to be something grand, and simple. 
Yes, grand and simple. Ummm…. (thinks, then suddenly)   I know! 
Sun, I’ll call it Sun because it will shine on the earth and ‘Sun Shine’ is 
quite a clever alliteration!  But now for the rest of this place, the rest of 
the earth.  What shall I do next?  (Walks around the dais)

Narr: And God made streams come up from the earth.  Gurgling, bubbling 
streams.  The water covered the ground and soaked it.

God: (still walking but now picking up feet as if walking through mud)  Gosh 
it’s getting a bit sticky.  I’ll have to remember to get someone to invent 
the Wellington Boot sometime. 

Narr: Then God stopped.

(God  still facing congregation)

Narr: and he had an idea.
God: yes, an idea, a brilliant idea!  My best ever idea!
Narr: God got down on his knees.

(God kneels on ground by the sheet)

Narr: and he began to work the mud with his fingers. 

(God puts his hands on the sheet and tickles the person underneath who 
laughs and wriggles)



Narr: God formed a shape.

(God removes the sheet – person lies very still)

Narr: Gosh!  A very interesting shape!
God: A brilliant shape.  In fact a shape a bit like me!
Narr: But what are you going to do with it?
God: Just you wait and see. 

(God blows on Adam who begins to move and then sits up)   

Adam:Where am I?
God: You’re on the earth.
Adam:What’s the earth?
God: It’s my great gift to you.
Adam:To me?
God: Yes, my gift to you.  Everything you can see.
Adam:But.
God: But nothing,  it’s all yours. 
Adam:I was going to say, but it’s all brown.  There’s nothing here! 
God: (Looking around)  You know you’re right, it does need a bit more work. 

I tell you what, you sit here, (God takes Adam by the hand and helps 
him to his feet. He leads him to a chair at the side), and I’ll go and do a 
bit more work on it.  I’ll come back for you later. 

(God moves to centre of dais)

Narr: So God planted a garden with grass and bushes and flowers.  Then he 
made trees grow – apple trees, plum trees, pear trees and all sorts of 
trees.  It was the most beautiful garden you have seen, and God called 
it ‘the garden of Eden.’

God: You know, that’s good, very good. I like it, and I like it a lot.
Narr: God went back to visit the person he had made. 

(God goes back to Adam)

God: Hello errr…. You know I really must think of a name for you, then we 
can say hello properly.   Now let me think, what would be a good first 
name for the first of all the people who will live in my creation?  Errr…... 
(pause as thinks) I know, you’re the first man so I will call you Adam, 
that means first man. Adam.  Do you like it?

Adam:It’s OK.
God: I think it is, so let’s try it shall we. (clears throat) Hello Adam.
Adam:Hello God.
God: Yes I like it, I really like it!  Now come with me Adam, I’ve got 

something to show you.
Narr: So God took Adam and showed him the garden he had made. 

(God takes Adam by hand and leads him to the centre of the dais)



Adam:(In amazement) Wow! Cor!  That’s amazing!  That’s beautiful!
God: Yes it is good isn’t it.  You know I’m very proud of it.  It’s the garden of 

Eden.
Adam  The garden of Eden.
God: Adam, I’d like you to live here and look after the garden for me, would 

you do that?
Adam:I’d be delighted God.  It’s so beautiful who wouldn’t want to live here 

and look after it?
Narr: So God gave Adam all he needed to look after the garden.
God: Oh yes, I nearly forgot!  

(God goes off stage and comes back with spade and fork and hoe)

God: Here you are Adam. You should find these helpful.
Adam:Wow! Thanks God, thank you.
God: I think I’ll stop the grass growing for a while, after all it’s a long time 

before the lawn mower is going to be invented!  Enjoy the garden 
Adam and I’ll come and visit you every day. 

(God exits)

Adam:Well this is amazing!  Amazing!  I am God’s gardener, God’s gardener. 
It’s the best job in the world!

Narr: Well actually Adam it’s the only job in the world at the moment, but you 
are right, it’s also the best job in the world.  So enjoy it, take care of the 
garden and do what God says, then nothing can go wrong. 

Adam:Of course nothing will go wrong, what could ever go wrong in such a 
beautiful place!  But I can’t stand around chatting you know, I’ve got 
work to do.

(Adam  takes tools and exits)
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