Wash Day.

A drama for Advent based on the story of the woman at the well.

The script may have to be modified to take account of recent developments in
the Eastenders story lines.

Characters
Jesus,
Bianca (from Eastenders)

Props:

Chair.

Bag of washing.

Bag containing a shirt.

Something to simulate a washing machine.

Scene: In the Laundrette
(Jesus enters.)

Jesus: (Talking to people outside as he walks in) Go to the Minute Mart
and see what you can find. I'm not sure who's running it now, it's
not been on for a while. Or you could go to the Queen Vic and
see if they do sandwiches, but I'm not going to Fargo's,
everyone who eats there ends up having an argument! I'll just
rest in here. It's been a long walk and | am tired.

(Jesus sits down. Bianca enters with large plastic bag of washing).

Bianca: Every day! Every day! Every day | come here and no matter how
much | wash there's always a mountain of dirty stuff the next
day. It's blooming ridiculous! (puts down the bag).

Honestly those kids, anyone would think they do it deliberately
just to give me more work to do. | mean, just look at this lot!
(empties the bag on the floor). Where is Dot anyway. She
could do all this for me but she's never here when you

need her is she!

Jesus: Excuse me.

Bianca: (looking round) What?

Jesus: | said excuse me.

Bianca: Yes | heard what you said. | meant - What are you talking to me
for? Do you make a habit of trying to chat up women in
Laundrettes?

Jesus: | just wanted to ask you to wash this for me. (Takes shirt out of a
bag).

Bianca: Blooming cheek! Wash your own dirty clothes, can't you see I've

got enough of my own. And by the way, you wouldn't want that
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washed with this lot (picks through pile) . There's sick, ketchup,
mud and ... yuck, what's that!?

If you asked me, | could give you something that would keep
those clothes clean all the time.

Are you some sort of conman or nutter or something? | don't see
that you have any washing powder with you. And anyway, do
you think that you are greater than the great Dot Branning who
has worked in this Laundrette and done our washing from the
beginning of time. Now no one can get clothes cleaner than her!
Everyone who washes their clothes in this Laundrette will get
dirty again, but anyone who asks me to wash them and their
clothes will be clean for ever.

Oh yea! Do you think I'm stupid or something? Do you think |
was born yesterday? Come on then. Give me some of this
magic washing powder so | won't ever have to come back here
again.

Alright. Go and get your husband and come back.

Ah ... well.... | haven't got a husband ... well not yet anyway.
You are right Bianca. The truth is that you have had five
husbands and the man you are now with is not your husband.
How .... how ... how did you know that!? And how did you know
my name? | mean, | didn't tell you, and it's not as if my life is on
telly every day or anything! Have you got some sort of special
powers or something?

Well | have ......

You know | haven't seen you around here before and | know
everyone in Albert Square. Do you live around here? Are you a
permanent character, or just one of those bit parts that get
thrown in for no particular reason from time to time?

Well Bianca, I'm always here, always. You may not see me, but
I'm here.

Well that's really freaky. | haven't seen you before, so what are
you then? Some sort of Angel or spirit or something?

Well you could say I'm....

If you're something religious maybe you could answer this for
me then. If | was to go to church, where should | go? Father
Murphy with all his incense and statues and hail this and

hail that? Or to that church with that bloke who calls himself Bill
with all those guitars and drums and clappy this and clappy that.
Or Maybe up the Salvos, | could join the band and start wearing
the uniform or something. I'm a dab hand with Tiffany's
tambourine! ?

Bianca. It wouldn't matter where you went. Just as long as you
worship God from your heart. It's then that you will know what |
mean when | say that you will not get dirty again.

That nice Vicar chap that they wheel in every time someone dies
or people get married or Dot has a crisis, is always going on
about this Jesus chap. You know, the stable and the shepherds
and the kings and Mary and Joseph and all that. He's got some
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big poster outside his church saying: Watch out! Jesus is
coming again. Is that right, or just a load of tosh?

| am he.

Oh yea? And I'm the Queen of Sheba! You are a nutter aren't
you.

Bianca, that's up to you to decide. | can't make you believe. |
can only tell you the truth. | am Jesus, and if you ask me to | can
make you happy, really happy.

Is this a wind up? Or is this true? Are you telling me the truth
...You're ... you're... him? You're Jesus?

That's what | said Bianca. | am he.

you're .. you're ....Normally I'd think you really were a nutter, but
.. but ... but

(rushes off stage shouting)

Dot, Pat, lan, Jane, Peggy. Come here quick, come here and
meet someone who told me everything about myself! (Turns
back to Jesus) Don't go anywhere will you. Stay here till | get
back. Walford needs you! (Bianca rushes off stage and shouts)
RICKY!!
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